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1877. At this time Lister also reported his first case, and in 1883 he 
was able to note six more, and clearly showed that this new method 
of treatment was followed by a perfect recovery, whereas in the past 
the condition had been looked upon as being of necessity followed by 
lameness. In view of the fact that fracture of the patella is compar¬ 
atively rare, the author’s experience of seventy cases is quite remark¬ 
able. A study of these cases shows that the only rational method of 
treatment is a free incision of the joint; the evacuation of its morbid 
contents, such as blood; the accurate apposition of the fragments by 
suture, and then the repair of the tom synovial membrane, and tills is 
the only way in which good union can be secured. The best suture 
material is silver wire, which is in itself antiseptic. Care should be 
taken to have absolute asepsis, and the joint should be thoroughly 
flushed out with a 5 per cent, solution of carbolic acid. The best time 
to operate is either two, three, or four days after the accident, and not 
within the first twenty-four hours. The wound should be drained for 
four days, and there should be passive motion at each dressing. The 
patient should be allowed to walk in from ten to fifteen days. In con¬ 
clusion, the author reports in detail many of the more interesting and 
complicated cases of the series. 
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Light Therapy.—D r. Kellermann considers that the use of dark- 
blue incandescent light produces excellent results when locally applied 
in neuralgia and eczema, and his statistics seem to prove his assertion. 
He also states that the treatment may be applied in leg ulcers. The 
duration of each treatment is not more than fifteen minutes and the 
number of sittings should not be more than four per week. He believes 
that the beneficent effect is due chiefly to the action of diy heat, and 
that the chemical or specific action of the light rays plays a very sub¬ 
ordinate part in producing the result. His article contains a report of 
numerous cases which have undergone the treatment .—Zentralblatt fur 
die gesamte Thirapie, 1904, No. 1. p. 16. 

Serum Therapy in Plague.— Dr. Victor Godinho, in his plague ser¬ 
vice at the hospital in San Paulo, Brazil, has employed a serum made 
after the manner of the plague serum prepared at the Pasteur Institute, 
and reports upon its use as follows: The minimum dose injected was 
150 c.c. to 200 c.c. When injected during the evolution of the disease 
no abortion of the malady took place and tne buboes appeared as usual, 
but their pain was lessened and sudorific crises and defervescence by 
lysis were produced. Intravenous injections of 20 c.c. to 40 c.c. of the 
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serum would cause a rise in temperature of a degree, followed by 
abundant perspiration and a fall of two or three degrees. In some 
patients it seemed as if the crisis of the disease was brought about by 
. the serum, since the temperature fell and did not rise again after its 
use. Certain transitory symptoms, such as chill, agitation, dyspnma, 
cyanosis, vomiting, etc., were caused by the injections. When admin¬ 
istered before the third day of the disease the serum almost always 
brought about a cure in adults, but did not influence the development 
or the suppuration of the buboes. The course of the disease being 
much more violent in children makes it imperative that the serum 
should be used as early as possible. The occurrence and course of 
pneumonia as a complication did not seem to be influenced by the 
serum. Those suffering from the septicamic form of the disease bore 
the serum well, but its good effects were less marked than in those 
affected with the bubonic type. Lastly, the serum did not prevent the 
termination of the disease by cachexia. In conclusion, the author 
states that the use of the serum, like that of diphtheria antitoxin, results 
favorably in certain cases, but not in all.—Za prase mtdicale. 1901 
No. 8, p. GO. 


Suprarenal Opotherapy.— Dr. A. Gov states that in connection 
with this subject the following conclusions have been reached: 1. That 
the administration of the suprarenal extract slows the pulse by stimu- 
ating the pneumogastric. 2. That it strengthens the cardiac systole 
by direct stimulation of the heart muscle and by stimulation of the 
cardiac ganglia. 3. That it causes an increase in blood pressure due 
to contraction of the capillaries through stimulation of their vasomotor 
nerves and muscle fibres and by action upon the vasomotor centr 
4. That it blanches and causes an antemia of the tissues. The primary 
therapeutic application of the extract is in Addison’s disease and in 
the treatment of certain symptoms of suprarenal insufficiency. In 
Addison’s disease in a short time the extract causes a diminution in the 
pigmentation and a rapid increase in body weight. In experimental 
physiology the extract has been employed as an intravenous injection as 
an heroic remedy in animals in chloroform syncope. An important 
consideration is that the preparation used should be of definite strength 
—Revue francaiee de mMecinc et de chirurrjie, 1904, No. 3, p. 64. 

The. Treatment of Hepatic Colic.—The indications to be met in this 
condition are these: to relieve the pain; to bring about a favorable issue 
of the crisis by facilitating the passage of the calculus; to prevent 
complications. The pain may be relieved by the hypodermic use of 
morphine in connection with atropine. This latter should be most care¬ 
fully given when there is tendency to collapse. To patients who bear 
morphine badly chloroform to the obstetrical degree may be given, or 
if there is no vomiting the following formula: Chloral hydrate, 2; syrup 
of peppermint, 30; chloroform-water, 100. Dose, two dessertspoonful 
every quarter-hour until relieved. When the stomach is intolerant the 
chloral may be given per rectum, thus: Chloral hydrate, 2 to 3 
parts dissolved in 10 parts boiling water mixed with the yolk of an 
egg, to which mixture 1 part of wine of opium and 200 parts of milk 
are added. Ether and turpentine, on the one hand, and olive oil and 
glycerin, on the other, are the remedies most usually employed to facil- 
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itate the passage of the stone. The latter agents are preferable. The 
great difficulty is to overcome the repugnance of the patient to the 
olive oil. Toward this end the oil may be stirred up witn a little beer, 
or to it may be added a little menthol or a few drops of essence of 
bitter almonds or anise. The quantity of the oil should be from four 
to eight ounces. Glycerin is more acceptable to the patient, but less 
effective. Finally, the spasm of the bile-ducts may be relieved by the 
application of hot-water bags to the abdomen. Of the complications of 
hepatic colic, the most formidable is heart-failure. To combat this it is 
wise to substitute for the atropine, so frequently given with the mor¬ 
phine, a heart stimulant, such as sparteine. Chloral should not be 
given where collapse is threatened, and in this juncture hypodermic 
injections of camphor in olive oil are useful. To prevent accidents to 
the biliary passages, we should avoid the use of purgatives and suspend 
food until the pain has ceased for several hours. Rupture of the Dile- 
passages necessitates immediate surgical interfeience .—Revue francaise 
de midccine et de chirurgie, 1904, No. 5, p. 115. 

Iodized Oil in Simple Goitre.— Dr. Ddbar reports two cases of 
simple goitre in young girls which he has treated Dy injections of oil 
containing 40 per cent, of iodine. He injected very slowly at intervals 
of about one week fifteen drops of the oil into the substance of the gland. 
Each injection was made into a different part of the gland, and while in 
no case was there any unpleasant reaction, two or three of the injections 
were followed by the appearance of a small, firm node showing no signs 
of inflammation. These eventually disappeared. In one patient, after 
a series of nine injections, the size of the goitre was diminished by three- 
fourths of an inch. In the other six injections resulted in a diminution 
of nearly one inch, and a series of four more injections caused a total 
shrinkage of nearly an inch and one-half.— I* vroqrcs mtdicale, 1904, 
No. 4, p. 50. 


Sodium Bicarbonate in Gastropathies and Other Diseases.—M. 
Henri Huchard, in a paper upon dyspepsia, deals at length with this 
therapeutic agent In anorexia he believes it to be indicated in small 
doses (3 to 5 grains), since, taken a half-hour before eating, it increases 
gastric secretion and excites the contractility of the stomach. In this 
connection he considers it far preferable to the bitters. In hyperchlor- 
hydria, since here we have an excess of gastric secretion, the drug should 
be prescribed in large dosage at the end of the period of digestion, at 
about the time when the gastralgia is likely to appear—that is to say, 
about two or three hours after the meal. In this condition the author 

f ives 4 or 5 drachms daily of the salt for several weeks at a time, and 
nds no resulting evil effects; on the contrary, oxidation and metabolism 
are favored, and an increase in body weight often takes place. The 
gastric crises of tabes, when these are accompanied by hypochlorhydria, 
respond well to sodium bicarbonate given in doses of 5 drachms per 
day. . Also the drug produces excellent results in the migrainiform 
affection termed nervous gastrotoxia. Undoubtedly, when the drug is 
given improperly, various bad effects may follow; even anaemia may be 
produced, but these results are not to be considered the fault of the 
alkali, but of the prescriber. Sodium bicarbonate is the remedy par 
excellence in diabetes, in the prevention of coma, which condition is 
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characterized by a true acidemia. The dosage in this disease should be 
at least 2.5 drachms daily, and where coma actually exists as large a 
quantity as 3 ounces may be given. In dermatoses, especially those of 
arthritic origin, alkaline medication has a distinct sphere, and in such 
conditions the bicarbonate is indicated in doses of 3 or 4 drachms per 
day. In biliary lithiasis and hepatic colic there is, in the author’s expe¬ 
rience, no surer method of cure than regular alkaline medication 
employed in massive doses .—Revue de thirapetitique, 1903, No. 2, p. 37. 

The Treatment of Thrush.— Dr. Merletti has found that the 
treatment of this affection by successive applications of hydrogen 
dioxide and sodium borate solutions is to be recommended. These 
two agents produce an abundant froth, which acts rapidly upon the 
oidiurn albican*. The author has employed this procedure in a great 
number of cases, and is convinced that, when repeated three times every 
twenty-four hours, it will bring about a cure even in marked cases of the 
confluent type of the disease. If the treatment is instituted at the 
beginning of the affection two or three applications are sufficient to 
stop the growth of the fungus .—Journal de mtdecine de Paris, 1904, 
No. 4, p. 31. 
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The Induction of Labor for Contracted Pelves.—In the Archiv fur 
Gynakologie , Band lxx., Heft 3,1903, Hahl gives the result of 84 cases 
in the Obstetric clinic of Helsingfors in which labor was induced for 
contracted pelvis. His statistics cover the practice of the Clinic for 
thirty-two years and the cases occurred among 23,000 patients. The 
relative frequency of the operation was one in 274 confinements, or 
0.365 per cent. In Leopold’s clinic the operation was done once in 
131 patients, and in a subsequent series of cases once in 151 patients. 
Braun’s statistics give one in 441 patients; Chrobak one in 627; Pinard 
one in 150, and Walter one in 165. 

The smallest true conjugate in these cases were 7 cm. in three and 
7.5 cm. in one case, a flattened and symmetrically contracted pelvis. 
The earliest period of gestation at which pregnancy was interrupted 
was thirty weeks in one case, and the latest thirty-eight weeks in seven 
cases. The average was from the thirty-fifth to the thirty-sixth week. 

In seven cases the foetus was in a transverse position. This was 
corrected by version or spontaneous evolution. The complications 
which occurred during the labors were transverse presentation in 5 
cases, breech presentation in 2, prolapse of the cord in 3, lateral placenta 



